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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:   South Burlington Design Review Committee 

  Members of the Community 

FROM:   Paul Conner, Director of Planning & Zoning 

DATE:  September 26, 2014 

SUBJECT:    DRAFT South Burlington Sign Ordinance Amendments 
 

 

The City’s Sign Ordinance was last amended in June 2010. Since that time, the City has received a 
number of requests for amendments and initial feedback from the Design Review Committee on many 
of these amendments. In addition, the draft City Center Form Based Code, a significant update to the 
City’s Land Development Regulations for the core of the city, is coming into place which will alter the 
way in which buildings, and therefore signs relate to the street. Based on this input, staff has developed 
a draft set of amendments to the Sign Ordinance for consideration by the Design Review Committee and 
the community. 

Below is a summary of the potential amendments, broken into three broad categories. 

The complete first draft can be found online at www.sburl.com/planning 

 

 

1. City wide revisions 

A handful of amendments are proposed that would affect signs city-wide. They include: 
 
a. Increase number of allowable wall signs 

Summary: The amendment would increase the number of allowable wall signs for single 
tenant buildings from two (2) to three (3). The maximum allowable size of all wall signs 
would stay the same.  

Purpose: By making this amendment, businesses would have greater flexibility to spread 
signage around. With new buildings typically being located up at the street with parking to 
the rear and sides (rather than the historic pattern of parking in front of buildings), 
businesses have been seeking more flexibility to have signage facing the street and also 
facing the parking. 

http://www.sburl.com/planning
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b. Allow landscape features to be approved administratively 

Summary: The amendment would allow landscape features serving as sign bases to be 
approved administratively rather than require Board approval. An exception for 
discretionary review of oversized landscape signs is removed (but existing signs are 
grandfathered). 

Purpose: The criteria for review and approval of landscape feature signs is straightforward. 
By making this process administrative, the same quality of signage can be achieved with 
reduced process for both the applicant and the city. Staff is not aware of any recent projects 
making use of the oversized landscape feature provision 

 

c. Allow signage on fueling pumps 

Summary: The amendment would allow signage of up to 50 square inches on individual fuel 
pumps. At present, such signage is only allowable at a gas station. 

Purpose: As the city begins to see new, alternative mechanisms for vehicle fueling that may 
not be a part of a gas station, a need to identify and allow branding of these facilities has 
arisen. The 50 square inch size would allow for such signage without affecting the overall 
aesthetic of a host property. 

 

d. Allow greater flexibility with receipt of a Master Signage permit 

Summary: The amendment would allow a property owner  to allocate wall signage among 
tenants within the overall limitations of the ordinance. 

Purpose: To provide greater flexibility for property owners in allocation of signage space. 

 

e. Allow community groups to be approved for signage in the right-of-way 

Summary: This amendment would allow city-approved community events to be advertised 
in the public right-of-way. 

 

f. Allow for a service organization to have a free-standing sign and be installed on a city 
gateway 

Summary: This amendment would allow service organizations (ie, Rotary, Lions, etc.) to 
have a sign on city gateway signs with the city’s approval and to have one (1) small free-
standing sign with their logo and regular meeting time located on the premises of their 
meeting venue. 

 

g. Clarify standards for window Signs 

Summary: this amendment would clarify the current standard that allows for up to 25% of a 
window to have attached signage without receipt of a permit. The standard would be 
amended to state that the standard applies to signs that are attached to or otherwise 
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located so as to be readable primary from the outside of the window. Display products 
would be exempted. 

 
 

2. Revisions to the City Center Design District area 

 
a. Expand area of the City Center Sign Design District 

Summary: The amendment would enlarge the area encompassed within the City Center Sign 
Design District to include all areas within the draft Form Based Codes Zoning District. 

Purpose: With new regulations that will affect how land is developed, there are changed 
opportunities and requirements for signs, such as increased desirability for perpendicular 
signs, daily-use pedestrian-scale temporary signs, and limited space for free-standing signs. 
Design criteria would apply throughout. 

 

b. Allow perpendicular (blade) signs 

Summary: The amendment would allow all businesses to have a single perpendicular sign 
attached to the building measuring up to 10 square feet. The area of this sign would be in 
addition to any area allowed for wall signs. 

Purpose: With the development of the City Center area underway, the need, demand, and 
desirability for this urban, pedestrian-scale signage type is increasing. With buildings being 
placed up at the street under the FBC, there will be a need for this type of signage, which is 
found ubiquitously in urban areas. At present, perpendicular signs are allowed only where 
the applicant can demonstrate that a free-standing sign is not possible.  This amendment 
would strive to make these more popular. 

 

c. Increase ability to use of temporary signs; create two categories 

Summary: The amendment would allow greater flexibility for temporary signs and create 
two categories: 

1) New option: any business with a direct ground-floor entrance may have one (1) 
temporary sign not exceeding 12 square feet, located within 20 feet of an 
operable entrance to the business. Such sign shall be subject to an annual permit 
and may be displayed every day of the calendar year, but must be taken in at 
night. Such signs may have their messages differ from time to time but shall not 
be electronic, and shall be either a fixed printed message or a chalk-board for 
hand scripting. 

2) Large temporary sign. A property may have one temporary sign not to exceed 32 
square feet for up to 7 days in a calendar month. No more than one per property, 
upon approval. 

Purpose: As the city develops more opportunities for pedestrian-oriented development, 
small signs located near doorways can support business and provide useful and interesting 
information to users. By having these signs located near doorways, they will assure orderly 



 

4 
 

display. The larger signs will still allow businesses to announce occasional special events to 
passers-by. 

 

d. Allow free standing signs only where appropriate in urban areas 

Summary: Two possible alternatives are presented for consideration:  

1) Limit new free-standing signs to only high-traffic streets: Dorset Street, Williston 
Road, Kennedy Drive, White Street. All existing free-standing sign structures may 
be repaired and replaced. 

2) Same as option 1, but any new buildings approved after the adoption of the 
Ordinance may only use an existing free-standing sign for a period of 7 years. 

Purpose: As noted above, the draft City Center Form Based Code will be encouraging and 
requiring buildings to be placed by the street. In addition, with two new urban streets being 
designed as pedestrian-oriented environments – Market Street and Garden Street – the 
need for and value of free-standing signs will diminish. The draft ordinance presents two 
options for addressing signs in this area while recognizing the different role that certain 
streets have.  

 

e. Clarify design criteria to focus on overall design and compatibility 

Summary: The amendments would add a new review criteria to sign packages within the 
Master Signage permit in the City Center area, to require that buildings have consistent 
mounting and styles (ie, cut out letters, raceways, etc.) for all wall signs on a building. Fonts, 
logos, and colors will continue to be allowed to vary in accordance with the Ordinance. 

Purpose: The Design District strives to create consistency among signs. Current standards 
encourage complimentary colors, but this is difficult to require given retailers’ needs. 
Consistent mounting and styles would foster similar consistency. 

 

3. Miscellaneous amendments 

a. Clarification of Definitions 

Summary: The definition of a “sign” as well as of “inflatable signs” and “bulletin boards” 
would be clarified. 

Purpose: To assure clarity for property owners. 

 

b. Amend penalty fee provisions to match updated state laws 

Summary: This amendment would match the city’s fine structure with updated state laws. 

 

c. Additional Minor clarifications 

Summary: corrected numbering, typos, and clarification of enforcement process 


